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CONGRESS.
In the SenAte, yesterday, the death of the

Hon. Charles G. Atherton, of New Hampshire.
was announced, and addresses appropriate to
the occasion were delivered by Messrs. Xorris,
Hunter, and William*.

In the House of Representatives, Mr. Hous¬
ton, from the Committee of Ways and Means,
reported a bill, making appropriations for the
civil and diplomatic excuses of the govern¬
ment, aud a bill for the payment of invalid
and other pensioners, for the year ending June,
1&>5, and a bit! to supply deficiencies in the

* appropriations for the year ending June 30,
1854.
A message from the Senate, announcing the

death of Mr. Atherton, late a member of that
body, having been received, Messrs. Hibbard
and Orr delivered eulogies upon the subject.
The twoHouses severally adjourned, in token

of respect for the memory of the deceased.

the WASHINGTON UNION ON COALI¬
TIONS.

We had hoped our article, a few days since,
would have so subdued the restiveness of the

, Washington Union, under the election of the
publisher of the Sentinel as printer to the
Senate of the United States, as to make all
further comment from us unnecessary. In¬
deed, from its silence for the last few days
upon this subject, we were led to believe it
had profited by our sincere counsel, and that
it would henceforward, maufully forgetting
itself, turn to the true principles of its pro¬
fessed faith, and lend us its aid in maintain¬
ing them intact to the democratic party of
the country. N*ot so, however. The Wasliing-
ton Union, unable to calm its troubled spirit,
still saddens its readers by its heart-rending
wailings. Grief, when wholesome and ra

tionally indulged, turns us often from the
wrong, to the direction of the right. Tears,
too, if they be not crocodile's, are poetically
characterized .by Richard Lalor Sheill. as the
" bursting evidence of nature's holy working in
the heart." In the hope of this happy result
upon the Union, we have been amiably dis¬
posed. though our own good fortune, to some de¬
gree, the cause of them, to indulge that journal
in its piteous lamentations. But when we see
our neighbor, after the soothing influence which
time and friendly condolence should have ef¬
fected, still tearing its hair and indulging in im¬
portunate clamors at the wrong the country has
sustained, in the failure to secure again the
Union's valuable services to the Senate of the
United States, we cannot forbear tendering a jlittle friendly comment upon some political
points which may serve to divert its mind from
its anguishing bereavement.

First, then, the Union's reiterated charge of
coalition of "factious democrats with whigs
and freesoilers," and which it makes the text of
a leaden leader on the " sanctity of the ballot
system." It seems that the Union would
convince the country that the administration
has not only been struck down by the rejec¬
tion of its proprietor as public printer, but
that this great public calamity must be deemed
sufficient justification for the upturning of the
long-established system of voting in the Senate
of the United States. Verily, there are giants in
these days! But to the charge of coalition with
whigs and freesoilers. We have denied, and still
dcnv,and challenge the proof, that there wa3 any
coalition between our friends and the senators
representing these parties.

Far be it from ns ungraciously to acknow¬
ledge the flattering preference given to our¬

selves by our whig friends.
We thank them sincerely, for their votes were

freely given to the proprietor of a public jour¬
nal. in whose columns have never been traced
one line of anti-democratic doctrine. They
¦were too generous to ask a pledge or consider-
tion, as we should have been too honest to have
given one. If the Washington Union lost their
support, it was not for the want of asking it;
and we apprehend the loss of their support was
less attributable to the advocacy that paper
gave to one of thefarorite whig doctrines, than
to the disgust for the daily fulsome adulations
of all and every of the " powers that be," which
¦was excited in every breast. And to those gen¬
tlemen denominated freesoilers, who are said
to have given us their votes, we tender our

thanks, and we trust the augury a good one in
their future, since they passed over the Wash¬
ington Union, whoselabors for four months have
been unremitting in their behalf, to take up
our bumble selves, whom, they will willingly
acknowledge, have done valiant battle against
them. Sycophancy and subserviency may win
for a season, but truth and independence must
at some period prevail. Thus much for the co¬

alition charged upon us again by the Union1.
and before we place for the second time in our

columns, in a more imposing light, a certain
coalition of the Union'*, some eighteen months
since, we beg leave, though somewhat dis¬
couraged by its obvious failure to adopt our re¬

commendation of Seneca, to read it a text from
a holier book, which we trust may be blessed to
it. There is *ise philosophy in this highly
holy literature which we would all do well to

lay oftener to heart. There is one of these di¬
vine maxims too often neglected by every one,
and we fear the Union has fallen into the too

common neglect. " Love thy neighbor as thy¬
self." "Judge not that ye be not judged^ For
.with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judg¬
ed; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again."

u And why bebo'.dest thou the mote that is
in thy brother's eye, but coniiderest not the
beam that is in thine own eye? Or, how
vilt thou ,»ay to thy brother, let me pull out

the mote out of thine eye: and behold! a beam
is in thine own eye?" "Thou hypocrite, first
cast out the beam out of thine own eye: and
then shalt thou see clearly to cast nut the mote
out of thy brother's eye !**
Now, the Union must not complain if we

»!«d an apt application in itself of this very
just and divine philosophy. The Union must
not murmur when it charges upon us an un¬

worthy coalition.never proved, but always
denied.it we shall convict it of one that even
makes our young blood chill to contemplate! |

AS e would fain have averted the necessity of
alluding to it in our columns, but it was forced
upon us. We are forced now to repeat it, aud
we shall continue to repeat it again aud again,
until we drive from the very vocabulary of the I
Washington Union the use of such a word as

coalition! Did not the Washington Union
,rhr" ran high, on the eve of the '

political organization* preceding the lastpresi¬
dential canvass, enter info a deliberate contract
icdh the proprietors of the Republic.a whig
organ.to giw them one-half of the profits of
the public printing if they icould induce its
whig friend* to cote for it as the public
printer for Hie 32d Congress t And has not
suit been brought by Gideon &. Co. for their
share of these projits t Of a truth, here is a

coalition that is a coalition. We only received
the support of the whig:} in the Senate, and
even two of them we did not get ; while the

Washington Union, with a double barrel,
brought down the whole covey! ve hare

promised no such "aid and comfort'' to the
enemy for the support they generously con¬
ferred. Ihus we claim a clearer democratic
record than the Washington Union on this
subject.
How stands the contrast upon the recom¬

mendations of the President's first annual
message? It is charged by the Union,that we
are opposed to the President, and to the adminis¬
tration. The President recommended the sys¬
tem of tonnage duties, instead of the unconsti¬
tutional appropriations, from the federal trea¬
sury, for the improvement of rivers and har¬
bors. We commended it before it was known
at least to us, that the message would contain
such a recommendation.

Internal improvements generally, by the fede¬
ral government, were condemned by the Pre¬
sident. For months before, aud even since we
saw the message, we did, to the utmost of our

power, the same. The tariff question, as treat¬
ed by the President, we concurred in, and so

expressed that concurrence, save as to the
manner of reducing the tariff recommended in
Mr. Guthrie's report, which we feared was not
in strict accordance with our avowed free trade
tilth.
The President's views, upon our foreign

policy, are well known to be precisely those ad¬
vocated in the Sentinel since its birth.
The construction of the Pacific railroad by

the funds of the national treasury.that hy¬
dra-headed monster, more frightful to a genu¬
ine democrat than a thousand national banks.
the President condemned in just and splendid
censure. We read and re-read it with glorious
pleasure. Everyline ofit we endorse, approve,
and admire. And we sorrow truly, and as one
without hope, that our able contemporary, the

.
Kington Union, should have incapacitated

itself from giving Franklin Pierce its hearty
support upon this, the most important question
to our political integrity, and by consequence, to
our political organization. How does this hap¬
pen? Which one of its variegated editorial
corps has done this thing? Give us a peep
into your editorial kaleidoscope.
* then, we ask our readers, especially

our southern readers, is entitled to be called
the true organ of the democratic party.of
your principles? The Washington Union,
which has labored day and night to build up
the fallen fortunes of the Buffalo traitors-
winch threatens democratic Senators.which,
to secure the pubUc printing, agrees to give a

large portion of the profits to a whig paper to
secure whig votes, upon the eve of the presi¬
dential canvass.which advocates so earnestly
and zealously the latitudinous construction of
the power of Congress, under the Constitution,
to create, out of the federal treasury, a mam-
inoth corporation like the proposed Pacific
railroad, whose articles upon this question so

enthused our esteemed contemporary of the
Xational Intelligencer, that he could only de¬
scribe his joy by imagining himself reading one
of Mr. Clays splendid effusions on internal
improvements? or the Washington Sentinel,
which has been laboring, with unceasing in¬
dustry, to purify the democratic party.which
never threatens democratic Senators.which to
secure the public printing, did not agree'to
give a large portion of the profits to a whig
paper to secure whig votes.which never advo¬
cated the power of Congress, under the Con¬
stitution, to create out of the federal treasury
a mammoth corporation like the proposed
Pacific railroad, which has never deviated
from the true faith, except to permit the
Senate of the United States to have the i,»r-

vices of its proprietor, as public printer, for
the thirty-third Congress? With this sum-

ming up, we feel half inclined to leave it
to the Union to decide. Surely a just and
discriminating public must give us the ver-

diet; and having only sinned towards the
Washington Union, until it is proven to us that
General Armstrong is the great god of the
democratic party, and the Washington Union
its holy political Bible, we must be excused for
asserting our superior claims to fellowship
with our party.

VtiIR MK8AILLA YALLEYr-THE LOH8*
VILLE JOt'RSAL AND THE PREIN
DEST'S MES8AOE.
The President elates in that portion of his

message which refers to the Mexican boundary,
that "a former commissioner of the United
States, employed in running that line pursuant
to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, made a
serious mistake in determining the initial point
on the Rio Grande.''

In commenting on this portion of the mes¬

sage, the Louisville Journal says : "The impu.
tation upon a former commissioner of the Uni-
ted .States'' is unjust and untrue. The treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo specified that the com¬

missioner in ascertaining the initial point from
which to draw the boundary line should be gov¬
erned by Disturnell's map of the edition of 1847.
Every man who ha* given this matter the
slightest investigation, knows that the commis¬
sioner did fix that initial point correctly accord-

\

ing to that map. und that the error, if any, ex-

ists in the map."
If it w&5 not notorious that the Louisville

Journal is under the influence of the bitterest
partisan feelings, we would stand amazed at
the ignorance it displays in the sentences we

have just quoted from it. What the President
states in his message is strictly true; and al¬
though the boundary question ha9 been elabo¬
rately discussed in Congress, and by the pub¬
lic press, we believe that not a corporal's guard
can be found to sustain the commissioner in
fixing the initial point of the boundary line on

the Rio Grande, at the place he agreed to fix it.
Indeed, he had no right uuder the treaty to fix
upon that or any point, inasmuch as the treaty
gave the United States two representatives on
the joint commission to run and mark the
boundary, and the' commissioner undertook to
act alone in the absence of his colleague.
When his colleague arrived on the ground, and
ascertained by reference to Disturnell's map of
the edition of 1847, that a gross error, emi¬
nently injurious to the United States, had been
committed, he entered his protest, and re¬

fused to run and mark, the line from the ini¬
tial point on the Rio Grande, which the com¬

missioner, in conjunction with the Mexican
commissioner, had determined on.
The matter was soon brought to the attention

of Congress; and it was referred to the com¬
mittee on foreign affairs of the Senate, of which
Mr. Mason, of Virginia, was chairman. It was
thoroughly examined by that committee, and
Mr. Mason presented an able report against the
initial point on the Rio Grande, which the com¬
missioner had undertook to determine on, and
he offered an amendment in Ihe form of a pro¬
viso to the appropriation for continuing the
survey, which required it to be discontinued, un¬

less the initial point on the Rio Grande was
not placed further north, in the opinion of the
President, than Disturnell's map required it to
be. This amendment passed the Senate and
House of Representatives, and became a law.
Then the late administration, which had pre¬
viously sustained the commissioner, took the
matter into more serious consideration and
finally recalled the commission, and attempted
to wash its hands of all responsibility for the
blunder of the commissioner.
These facts being public and notorious, we

hardly expected to see a paper which made pre¬
tension to an ordinary amount of information,
assert that the President had cast an " unjust
and untrue" imputation on the former com¬

missioner, or that " every man who has given
this matter the slightest investigation, knows
that the commissioner did, fix the initial
point correctly according to the map." Dis¬
turnell's map places the southern boundary of
New Mexico.the dividing line according to
the treaty.eight miles north of the town of El
Paso, at the point where the Rio Grande breaks
through the mountains. The inhabitants of
Chihuahua and New Mexico had always agreed
that the boundary between them crossed the
Rio Grande at that point, and they were sus¬
tained in that beliefby a decree of the Mexican
Congress, issued in 1824.
But Mr. Bartlett, the former commissioner,

in the absence of Andrew B. Gray, esq., his
colleague on the joint commission, being out¬
witted and bamboozled by the Mexican com¬

missioner, agreed to fix the point where the
southern boundary of New Mexico crosses the
Rio Grande, about thirty-four miles north of
El Paso, instead of eight miles north of that
town, as Distnrneirs map of the edition of 1847
defined it. By this step, Mr. Bartlett agreed
to retrocede a portion of American territory,
about the size of the State of Massachusetts.a
territory not only valuable because of its agri¬
cultural products, but inestimable on account
of its geographical position. But for the pro¬
fessional skill and patriotic firmness of Mr.
Gray, the nurVeyor, the retrocession would have
been completed, and one of the great routes to
the Pacific would have been effectually blocked
against us. The Louisville Journal had better
gain information, or moderate its partisan bit¬
terness before it makes another attempt to
criticise the President's message. _

THE THRICE DEPARTMENTS OF THE
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE KBaPT
SEPARATE.
Surely if there ever was a time when a re¬

currence to first principles was necessary and
proper, that time is the present. One of the
most important of these first principles, is
that which teaches a separation of the seve¬
ral departments of government.a due distri¬
bution of power between the executive, the
legislative, and the judiciary departments.
Patriots and statesmen, at every epoch of our

history, have sedulously guarded against a fu¬
sion of the three into one.or the encroachment
of any one on the others. They have watched
with sleepless jealousy any and all measures
that have tended to bring about that state of
things. The Constitution has organized a sj s-

tem of chccks and balances, with the view of
perpetuating our peculiar system in its purity.

It becomes us, as we value the noble insti¬
tutions bequeathed to us by our ancestors, to
imitate their zeal, and to cultivate and keep
alive their patriotic jealousy.

Latterly many of the presses and politi¬
cians of the country have manifested a much
to be lamented indifference to the preservation
of this important system. All the sentiments
expressed by them, have tended to break it
down, and to bring about political demoraliza¬
tion. They have taught that a party must sla¬
vishly support all the measures of their rulers,
whether right or wrong. We'are denied all
freedom of thought, all independence of ac¬
tion. The moment a citizen of this country
dares to express disapprobation of any man or

any measure, he is denounced and vilified as

a traitor to his party.
From time to time we have deemed it fit and

proper to resist the efforts of these men, and to

spread before our readers those wholesome and
honest doctrines, which were taught us by our

fathers, and without which we would soon be¬
come a profligate and demoralized people.
One of the worst signs of the times that has

recently been exhibited, and most offensively
exhibited, is the denunciation, by a portion of
the press of the country, of those senators and
members of Congress who thought fit to cast
their votes, in the election of public printer, for
the publisher of this paper. They have been
denounced as factionists and as false to party
obligations.

These presses and people have chosen to as-
sumo that the administration had its candidate

and that General Armstrong was that candi¬
date. They havo chosen to assume that General
Armstrong, being the candidate of the adminis¬
tration, no member of either house of Congress
had a right to vote against him. We have
several remarks to make in regard to these as¬

sumptions.
The administration has no right to indicate

any one as its candidate for that office, and to
cast its influence in favor of such an one. The
President has not the nominating power. The
printer is exclusively an officer of the body
which elects him, and to claim for the Presi¬
dent any power to dictate to the Senate or the
House of Representatives, is to seek to tamper
and interfere with the powers and the duties
of Congress.is to make the legislative branch
inferior and subordinate to the executive, and
bring about a slavish dependence of the for¬
mer on the latter. We have never asserted that
the President claimed any right to interfere in
the election of the officer we refer to.we have
never asserted that the President attempted to
exercise any influence in regard to it, and we

would be the last to do him any such injustice.
but this we know, that those presses that claim to
be his most trusted friends have impliedly as-
serted these things, by denouncing as factious
opposers of the administration, all who voted
for Mr. Tucker in the House and in the Senate.
Has it come to this, that the most cherished

lessons of the fathers of the republic are to be
disregarded, that the present principles of de¬
mocracy are to be violated, that the Senate
and the House of Representatives are to be
degraded, just to secure the spoils of office to
one journal and prevent them from being given
to another.
These journals are constantly complaining

that injury is done to the administration by
those who assert good, honest, old-fashioned
doctrines. Our own opinion is, that nothing
is so well calculated to damage the democratic
party, and the administration of its choice, as
the tortuous and ill-advised course of those
journals. They try to leave the country under
the impression that the President is responsi¬
ble for all that they write and do. It is not
compatible with the dignity of that high officer
to go about denying and contradicting what is
thus written, and many times the President is
blamed for the follies of others.
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENCE OF

THE PRESS.
Within the last few years, what was but an

appendago to the press.metropolitan corres¬

pondence.has grown up into a sort of institu¬
tion. It has become a most important adjunct,
indispensably essential to its success. The best
and most influential journals in our country
have their regular correspondents. From them
they derive their impressions and their informa¬
tion in regard to the, transactions at Washing¬
ton. Many of these correspondents are intel¬
ligent, cultivated, and reliable gentlemen. Some
of them are ignorant and unreliable. Some
write the truth to their papers; some start
idle and unfounded rumors, which are copied
and scattered all over the country. Some specu¬
late most judiciously on public affairs, and
suggest to the Editors with whom they corres¬

pond most excellent arguments. Others are
content to write slander and gossip, at a penny
a line.
Now, as Washington is the great political

centre of this confederacy, and aa the object
of having correspondent* here is to keep dis¬
tant editocs informed as to the true condition of
affairs.to furnish them with topics and with
arguments for editorials.this branch of the
press onght to be its very right arm. These
correspondents are the ambassadors of the
press to the court of the country. Every year
their position is becoming more and more im¬
portant. By discretion, dignity, and truthful¬
ness, they may elevate themselves to the most
enviable position ; or, by gossip, scandal, slan¬
der and ignorance, they may degrade them¬
selves into a mere hireling tribe.
We regard the metropolitan correspondence

of the press B3 a most important institution.

We extract the following paragraph
from a letter of the Washington correspondent
of the Petersburg South Side Democrat:
" The Washington Union, since the election

of Tucker as printer to the Senate, has been
behaving in the most ridiculous manner con¬
ceivable, cutting more capers than a monkey
at a menagerie. It is laboring to produce the
impression that the re/usal ot the Senate to
elect its publishe%printer was a blow aimed at
the administration, and dailv reviles the demo¬
cratic senators who voted for Tucker as ' fac-
tionists' and enemies of the President and his
cabinet. Now, the truth of the matter is, that
the Union has no right to connect its fortunes
with those of the administration, and if the Pre¬
sident is to be held responsible for all the sillytwaddle published in its columns, the Lord helphim. General Armstrong is a good-heartedold gentleman, one for whom I entertain a sin¬
cere esteem, but he has sucked quite enough of
the government pap. For my part, I am gladthat Tucker was elected, while I don t endorse
the extremes to which his paper went in the
' war of the shells,' yet he erred on the rightside. Better for a journalist to be too bold
and independent than too time-serving, adula¬
tory, and truculent. Free writing was never
more needed than in these times."

This is but one of a hundred letters written
from Washington on this subject. It is the
first from which we have made any extract.
The constant and persevering efforts of some of
the presses of the country to damage us by
representing us as factions, have not been with¬
out some effect. Calm reflection, however, will
show that we have not been rash.that we have
not gone to extremes. We have but promulged
the true principles of the constitutional demo¬
cracy of the country.
SOUTHERN LITERARY MESSENGER,

AND DEBOW'S REVIEW.
The December number of the messenger has

been on our table for several days. As uiinal,
it contains some capital articles, both of prose
and poetry. This journal deservedly has a

high reputation. Its editor is a gentleman of
fine literary taste and acquirements, and among
his contributors arc some of the first men of
the country.
The same pressing engagements that pre¬

vented us from hitherto noticing the messen¬
ger, have prevented ui from noticing this un¬

usually attractive and interesting December
number of DeBow's Review, which was sent to
us by Franck Taylor.
We have so often expressed our opinion of

the merits of this publication that it is need¬
less to repeat it. We would advia* all who da-
sire profitable and instructive reading to get this
number of DeBow.

Congressional.
THIRTY-THIRD COKGRESI.

KIBST HE88IOX.

Senate.Monday, December 19. 1853.
Air. CLAY presented the credential*of the Hob.

Benjamin Fitzpatrick, Senator elect from Alabama,
for the unexpired term of the lion. William K.
Kino, resigned ; which were read.
Mr. FITZPATRICK appeared aud was sworn.

DEATH OF THE BOX. C. G. ATIIEBTOX.
Mr. NORHIS. Mr. President, I ask the unani¬

mous consent of the Seuate to introduce resolu¬
tions ia relation to the death of my late colleague,
the lion. TJhaules G. Atukrto.n,

l.'uauimou* consent was given.Mr. NORMS. Mr. President, before ofl'eriug^the resolutions, which, by the kind indulgence of
the Senate, I am enabled to present at this time, I
will submit a few remarks in connection with the
subject.
During the four years 1 have been honored with

a seat in this chamber, often has the attention of
the Senate been arrested from its ordinary busi¬
ness to the contemplation of the solemn scenes of
death. Of those who have been associated with
us here duriug that brief period, no less than nine
have passed to their fiual account. The most dis-
tinguished minds of the land.I might well say of
the world.have been removed from us by the
hand of death.' Their wisdom to counsel.their
eloquence to inspire.live ouly in the history of!
the past, h seems to me that if ever there was a

body of men taught by the admonitions of an all-
wise Providence the utter emptiness of the highest
earthly places of honor and trust, that body is the
Senate ot the United Slates. While the pathway
of death has been thronged by our fellow-country-
men who have conferred upon us the high places
we occupy, that dark pathway has also been trod
by an unprecedented number of our associates, all
hastening to, and mingling together in the same
common resting-placc.the grave.
The last on the catalogue of the fated number

of our associates was my esteemed and lamented
friend and colleague, Charles Gordon Atherton,
who, at the time of his recent death, was a mem¬
ber of this body from the State ofNew Hampshire.
He died suddenly at Manchester, in that State, on
the lSth of November last, of paralysis; on the
morning of the 10th, he came into the court-room
in that city, where he had been actively and labo¬
riously engaged some two or three weeks in the
discharge ot professional duties, apparently as full
of health and spirits as any of us now enjoy, and
with the brightest prospects of a useful and dis¬
tinguished future. Soon after coming into the
court, while conversing with a member of the bar,
hi? countenance suddenly changed, and his tongue
refused its utterance. His left side was paralyzed.He was immediately removed to his lodgings, and
the ablest medical aid procured. During the re¬
mainder of that day (Thursday) and the next he
seemed fully conscious of his condition, and com¬
municated with his friends; but on Saturday he
sunk into a state of unconsciousness, from which
he never awoke, but continued to sink graduallyunder the force of the attack until Tuesday, the
,15th. at one o'clock, P. M., when he breathed hia
last.
Thus, abruptly, has been stricken down in an

unexpected moment, our late esteemed associate,
in the meridian of physical and intellectual man¬
hood.
He left us at the close of the last special session

with as well-founded expectations of being here
to-day as any member of this body; but, alas,that seat has been vacated. How suddenly doe*
Providence, by his inscrutable decrees, blast our
fondest anticipations, and teach us the true tenure
of man's estate.the true yet frail tenure of all
earthly honor and station, and of life itself. In-
deed, what are all these but an empty inheritance,
except so far as they arc made subservient to indi¬
vidual and the public prosperity.to the happinessand permanent good of the race. ?
Mr. Atherton left no children. His parents. .

indeed the whole of his fathers family.had gonebefore him to the tomb. Nevertheless, he died
amid a large circle of ardent and cherished
friends, who sincerely mourn his death, He was
descended from ancestors distinguished in the his¬
tory of his State. Iiis grandfather, Joshua Ather¬
ton, was a lawyer of much eminence, and settled
early at Amherst, a shire town in Hillsborough
county.was a member of the convention which
ratified the Constitution of the United States,and subsequently a senator and attorney gen¬eral of New Hampshire. His father, Charles
H. Atherton, was also a thoroughly-read and
accomplished lawyer, a man of brilliant ge¬nius. and a fine orator. He was frequently a
member ofthe State legislature, and a member of
the Honse of Representatives in the fourteenth
Congress.
The subject of ray present remarks was born

at Amherst, Hillsborough county, New Hamp¬shire, the residence of bis father and grandfather,
on the 4th day of July, 1804. He exhibited, at a
very early ag^, a strong taste for classic literature,and a capacity to master, with remarkable quick¬
ness and ease, the fundamental elements of a
classic and liberal education. He entered Cam¬
bridge University in 1818, being then only four¬
teen years ol age, and was graduated in 1822, be¬
loved and esteemed both by the faculty and his
fellow-students. His college life was exemplary,and his standing as a scholar was among the first
of his class.

Alter leaving college, he studied law in the
office of his father, and was admitted to the bar
at the age of twenty-one years, and established
himself in his profession at Nashua, in his native
county, where he resided until his recent death.
Mr. Atherton had been much in public life, a

circumstance showing better, perhaps, than anyother test, the high estimation in which he was
held for fidelity and capacity, by the people of his
State. In 1630 he was chosen a member of the
legislature, and in 1831 he was elected secretaryol the Senate. He was again chosen a member
of the legislature in 1633, and continued a mem¬ber until 1630, and was the Speaker of the House
of Representatives for three successive years.He was a member of the House of Represent¬atives of the United States, for the twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, and twenty-seventh Con-

ITenses. In 1S42 he was chosen by the legis-
ature of New Hampshire a member of this
body for the term of six yea^s. After havingsefrved out his term, he retired from public life
and resumed the practice of his profession. In1850 he was elected to the convention called to
revise the constitution of New Hampshire. In
1652 he was again clectedto represent his State in
the Senate of the United States for six years, and
took his seat here on the fourth of March last.From the tasks of the school-room to the highduties of a Senator, he well and ably acted h>s
part. As a scholar, he >vas tnorotig)». enthusiastic,and accomplished. As a lawyer, a master in the
profession, quick of perception, yet always safe
and judicious in cminsel. As an advocate, forci-
ble and logical, oftentimes soaring into the highestregions of forensic eloquence. As a statesman, he
was fearless a id just,enlightened and able. While
tenacious of the interest of his own immediate
constituents, he was always liberal and just to-
wards the interests of every other section of the
country, taking the Constitution as the great chart
to guide and limit his action. As a patriot, his
views were as broad as the confederacy, adheringwith inflexible firmness to those oonsfsrvativp and
constitutional principles which secure to everysection of our common country the rights peculiarto each. He acknowledged no political law higher
or more sacred for his role of conduct here than
that sacred instrument which we are all sworn to
support. As a friend, he was ever faithful and
true.
The death of such a man is not merely a sad

bereavement to the State whose immediate repre¬sentative he was, but a calamity coextensive withthe Union, reaching; as deep as the foundation of
those great principles of republican liberty on
which our prosperity and happiness as a united
people depend.
This lamentable event again teaches us the all-

important and solemn lesson to be " also ready,"for we know not the moment when we, too, shall
be called to our final account.

Sir, while we, in pcunmop with bis numerous
friends, lament his death, let us not forget thatthere is one of his own immediate family circleleft behind with whom we can only sympathize.I mean the loved and chosen partner of his youth.the amiable and accomplished companion of his
maturer manhood.who, with stricken heart and
a soothing care that none but woman can bestow,watched with anxious solicitude the fitful pulsa¬tions of sinking nature, »nd bathed his achinghead with her tears. While we extend to her our
deepest sympathies, it is God alone can heal the
crushed heart.

I offer the following resolutions:
Raolvfd, That the Senate deeply lament* the death ofthe lion. Cbajum OofcooK Aware*, who, at the time ofhis decease was a member of thl» body from the State ofNew Hampshire, and tenders to his widow a sincere sym¬pathy |a this most afflicting ber»»ven»ent,
Jistolved, That tba Secretary communicate a copy of thaforegoing resolution to ths widow of tba deceased j andfurther, that be communicate these proceedings to thaHouse of Representatives.
Mr. HUNTER. I rise to second the resolution

which the Senator from New Hampshire has of¬
fered, and to which he has spoken so feelinglyand eloquently. This is the second time, within
the brief period of our session, that the Senate has

been called upon to pay funeral honors to the dead.
Awhile ago it was to one who, ripe with years and
honors, descended to the tomb when life had Mil-
tilled its promises, and aecined to have reached
its natural and appropriate close. Now, sir, we are
to pay them to one stricken down in tlie prime of
life, with his hopes and aspirations fresh and grow¬
ing around him. He had already won a high po¬sition before the country, and had possessed him¬
self of great opportunities for future usefulness,
which, in hands able to use them, are perhaps, to
be reckoned among the chief of earthly blessings.
Trusted by his friends, respected by his oppo-

nents, and honored by his Slate, a thousand favor-
iug circumstance* invited bis reappearance upon
the political arena, and a bright and promising fu¬
ture seemed to be opening before him. Aud yet,
in an instant of time, with the untasted cup beside
him, without forewarning or foreshadow of the fa¬
tal event which was coming so swiftly upon him,
he was stricken down in uiid-career. The mind
was smitten in its fastness, and the stream ol life
stood still at its spring. The liviug spirit which
sometimes "o'er-infuses its tenement of clay,*' had
loosed the connecting link between mind and body,and the oracle was hushed whilst the earth-built
walls of its sanctuary still remained. Under such
circumstances continued existence could have
been no blessing; and our regrets are more du«j
to the first than to the second blow, which com¬
pleted the ruin after the grace aud charm of life
had fled.
Mr. President, my acquaintance with Charles

G. Atherton commenced in 1835. when I first en¬
tered the House of Representatives, of which
body I found him an ardent, active, und efficient
member.even at that early day he was a marked
and trusted man in his party. Here, sir, I after¬
wards served with him in the more intimate rela¬
tions upon the Committee of Finance, on which
he was chairman. I can safely testify to his fideli¬
ty to principle, and the efficiency with which he
discharged the duties of that trust. lie was up¬
right and honorable in all the relations of life. As
his colleague has well said, he was an eminently
safe man in council, and one, I may add, who pur¬sued his purposes, when once they were formed,
with firmness and ability.
Mr. President, when we look to a life tiius cut

short in its midst, as it were, we feel as if we had
heard some half-told tale, and the imagination is
on the slrctch to fill up the vaciAim.supply the
loss. What is lost we cannot restore; and yet wehave enough ol his history to warrant the belief
that, with the last sight of his physical existence
there passed away thoughts, conceptions, and as
pirations which constituted a noble scheme of life.
The objects of pursuit of such a man must have
been pure and elevated, and we have every reason
to believe that his expectations were founded upon
a just confidence in his own high character and
abilities. That he did not live to fulfill this scheme,
his friends most deeply deplore; but who, sir, shall
undertake to reason upon the decrees of Provi¬
dence, unless he is also acquainted with his se¬
crets?
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, such has

been my acquaintance with our friend whose death
has been announced by my colleague, that I can¬
not refrain on this, to me, unexpected occasion,from adding my humble but heartfelt tribute to his
memory. My first acquaintance with Mr. Ather¬
ton commenced in 1830. He was then a member
of the New Hampshire house of representatives;and I was connected with him as a member of the
house or State senate for seven successive years.Three years of that time he was speaker of the
house, and by a dignified, impartial, prompt, and
correct discharge of duty, distinguished himself as
an efficient and accomplished presiding officer. *

The next four years, during the administration
of Mr. Van Buren, I was associated with him as
a member of the House of Representatives in the
other end of this building. In that body, very few,
if any, brought to its service more integrity of
purpose, more clear and discriminating judgment
to settle questions of difficulty, or more ready pow¬
ers in debate, or greater legislative knowledge,skill aud ability. It was my happiness gener¬ally to concur with him on all important national
questions, and to share so liberally in his personalfriendship, as to be able to estimate his personal,
as well as his public character. He was not onlydistinguished lor high qualities in the discharge of
public duty, but eiqually distinguished for his hu¬
mane, sincere, generous, and kind feelings,whichendeared him to his friends, The perfect respectand friendship then formed for his character I shall
fondly and gratefully cherish for his memory till I
am gathered with him to the silent tomb.

In his manners, Mr. Athkrton was naturallyreserved, quiet, and unobtrusive, but affable and
courteous, gentlemanly and polished. He was
incapable of deceiving by false or hypocriticalprofessions, and by keeping his faith with all, gave
a beautiful exemplification of the ineorrupta fides,in a life devoted to fidelity* justice, and truth,which left among the living not a single resent¬
ment or unkind feeling to be buried in nis grave.The deceased was a graduate of Harvard College,
an accomplished scholar, of varied and extensive
literary attainments, possessing a mind quick,clear, and vigorous, highly cultivated, and remark¬
ably well balanced.
Of his eminent talents, public character and ser¬

vices, it is unnecessary for me to add to what has
been eloquently and truthfully said by those who
hove preceded me. These are the property of the
country, and belong to the bright pages of its his¬
tory. It belongs to me now only to say, that in
every position to which the deceased has beenvlevated, he has discharged his duty acceptablyand with marked fidelity and ability.In his native State, which he represented here,he shared, as he richly deserved, largely in herconfidence and support, and was regarded by hercitizens at the head of their bar, and one of their
most able lawyers and eloquent advocates. His
constituents admired his high, noble, and patrioticcharacter, and often felt a glow of exultation andState pride in view of the signal ability with whichbe maintained an honorable position here amidstthe assembled galaxy of the master-minds of thenation. He loved his country, and nobly main¬tained those principles on which its prosperityand security depenas. Happy will it be for us if
our footsteps are guided by the calm and steadylight of his example, which brightly shines alongthe pathway of duty and usefulness.

His accomplished and worthy partner, to whomhe was ever devoted in his ItfQdpess and afTection,and whose hand assuaged the bitterness of hisparting life, Jives to mourn her irreparable loss.To her stricken bosom should our sympathy andconsolation bo addressed. If her oonstant, abiding,and self-sacrificing a flection, her cares, sympathies,and eflbrts triumphing over fatigue and exhausted
nature, could have availed, her husband wouldlong have been spared to her and to his friends,who now deplore his loss. But, alas! he has gonethe road all must once pass, Cak*nfa sfin/T vialethi. Talents and wealth, position and power,could not avert the arrows of death. In the primeof life and vigor of intellect, and mid-career of hisusefulness, he has been stricken down, and a greatlight extinguished forever.leaving a seat herewhich cannot be filled with equal ability'and de¬votion to principle, nnd a nation to mourn a sadand melancholy bereavement?The resolutions wore unanimously adopted.Mr. NOHA.IS. Mr. President, as a furthermark of respect to the memory of the deceased, I
move that the Senate do now adjourn.Thd motion-was agreed to; and
The Senate a(tyourne<!t

House of Representatives.
DELEGATE FROM NEW MEXICO.

Mr. BENTON rose to a question of privilege,and asked leave to present the credentials of SenorJose Manuel Gallegos, a delegate from the Terri>
torv of New Mexico, and that he might be sworn

Mr. RICHARDSON desired that th$ vrcdentialsunder which it was proponed to introduce Mr.Oallegos might be read. Before any action wastaken thereon, he wished to call the attention ofthe House to what he conceived to be the state ofthe case under this presentation.that neither ofthe contestants is prima facie entitled to a seat onthis floor.
The credential* were read at the clerk's table.[One of the certificates, fro% the governor, de¬clares that Mr. Gallegos is duly elected a delegate;and the otfoer is fpom the secretary of the territory,attesting to the state of the poll; riving Mr. Galle¬

gos 539 majority over Win. Carr Lane.]
Mr. RICHARDSON said it seemed that thecredentials of Mr. Gallkqos were covered by twocertificates, which of course, present a prima faciecase. He would state, however, in explanation ofhis position, that previously the secretary of theTerritory issued a certificate in conflict, as |ie c.on.

ceivcd, with the one just read. Th? papers beforehim showed that the sttcretary had giveo a certifi¬
cate under ni» sfeal, "but not that of the Territoryto the contestant, General Lajuk. The case, he
presumed, would be properly investigated by theCommittee of Elections.
SENOR GAltl^EGOS then took the oath to

support the Constitution of the United States and
was accompanied to his seat by Mr. Bxnton.

COMMITTEE OK TERRITORIES.
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, asked to be excused

from service on the Committee on Territories;and after remarks by several gentlemen, the re¬
quest waa granted.

TBI uti »tes«fcRaai»t*T.
Mr. MURRAY, from the Committee on Print-

ing, to whom the subject was referred, reported
the following resolutions:

KuobotA, That tho member* of the IIoui>e Committee on
Printing cause to be published Mid bound tii pamphlet
form. In such manner a* may seein to tliem appropriate,
far the us* of the House, thirty thousand copies of the pro¬
ceeding* of the Senate and House of Representatives. and
the addresses of the inemberI. in reganl to the death of the
late Vice President of the Uuited Rtitof, the lion. William
R. Kisfl, together with ho much of the Provident'* message
of the iiresent session as relutes thereto, and the urocecd-
Iiki- of (ho Supreme Court of the United States on the came
subject.

Jirimlrtd, That the Committee on Printing cause to lie
published and bound In pamphlet form, In such manner u
may seem to them appropriate, for the use of the House,
thirty thousand copies of tho addresses wade by (he mem
tiers of the Senate and members of the House of Itepresen-
tativea, together with so much of tho message of the Presi¬
dent of the United States, at the commencement of the
tension, as relates to the deuth of the lion. William R. Kino.
The question was taken, and the resolutions

were adopted.
Mr.RICHARDSON presented the evidence and.

poll book in the New Mexico contested election
cane; and they were referred to the Committer
of Election*.

COMMITTEE CLERK.
Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public

Lands, reported a resolution, authorizing said
committee to employ n clerk, at the rate of four
dollars a day; and, after debate, the resolution
was amended, so as to limit the employment of
the clerk for the session, and passed.

APPROPRIATION BlLL?;.~f
Mr. HOUSTON, front the Committee on Waysand Means, reported
A bill making appropriation for the civil and dip.lomatic expenses of the government for the yearending June 30, 1855;
A bill to supply deficiencies in the appropria¬tions for the service of the liscal year ending June

33, 1854; and
A bill making appropriations for the payment of

invalid and other pensioners of the United States
for the year ending June 30, 1855;Which were severally referred to the Commit¬
tee of the Whole on the State of the Union, and
ordered to be printed.

DEATnoFMR. ATHERTON.
A message was received from the Seuate by the

hands of Mr. Asbury Dickins, its secretary, an¬
nouncing the action of that body in respect to the
memory of tho Hon. Charles G. Atherton. late
a seuator from New Hampshire.The resolutions accompanying the messagehaving been read.
Mr. HIBBARD rose and said: Mr. Speaker,the tones of eloquent eulogy which announced

the death of the illustrious statesman of Alabama
have hardly ceased to linger in these halls ere the
message from the Senate reminds us of the de-
cease of an eminent member of that body.theHon. Charles G. Atherton, of New Hampshire.And while I am glad to pay my humble tribute to
his memory, the duty is yet sad and painful. It
awakes anew our recollections of the public be¬
reavement. It thrills, alas,but too keenly, in manyhearts, the freshly sundered ties of domestic af¬
fection and personal friendship.It was said by one of the gifted of ancient daysthat no man's life should be accounted happy until
it had ended. For we know'not what clouds maydarken the setting of the most brilliant meridian
sun. Tried by this rule, even the life of Atherton
must be deemed a most prosperous one. Learn¬
ing, intellect, wealth, and distinction, all were his.
His public career was one ascending series of
honors, fairly won and worthily sustained. Quietand unostentatious in private life, he enjoyed the
respect and good will of all; whilst those so for¬
tunate as to be numbered among his familiar
friends, were bound to h m as with hooks of steel.
He was a gentleman ot unsullied probity, and a
high sense of personal honor. No serious illness
is known ever to have aillicted him, until that fear¬
ful stroke which consigned him so suddenly,though with little apparent agony, to an untimelygrave.retaining his entire consciousness for most
of the time until the final moment. He knew from
the first attack that his end was nigh. He met it
like one preparod. Calmly, and without fear,

" ho sank to rent,
By nil his country's wishes blest"

The family of Atherton haa long been noted inNew Hampshire for talent and accomplishment.But it has become extinct, in the direct line, withthe subject of these remarks.
Mr. HIBBARD then recounted events in the

Eolitical history of Mr. Atherton, and concludedis remarks by saying:It was not Mr. Atherton's fate to waste byslow decay. No gradually-advancing decrepitude,nor torturing malady, nor faltering of the outwornfaculties gave premonition of his approaching end.Suddenly and without wanting, '-ore his eye wasdimmed, or his natural force abated," be wasstricken down in the maturity of his intellect, thevigor of his manhood, and the pride of place and
Cwer. His voice will be heard no more in yon«r bell. His familiar preseuce will no longeradorn the social circle, nor gladden again, the be¬reaved orfe who mourns his loss in tne pleasanthome his departure has made desolate. But hisname will live among us in the recollections of hiswell-spent life. His cherished memory will beamand brighten with nn effulgence not soon to fade
away.
Mr. HIBBARD offered tho following resolu¬tions ;
Kttohfd. uiumivumrly, That, ax a testimonial of respectfor the memory of Charles O. Atbketon, late a member ofthe United States Senate, now deceased, the members andofficers ofthis House will go Into mourning, and wear crap*on tho left arm for thirty days.RrMlvcd, That tho Clerk be directed to coiumunicat*a copy of these resolutions to the widow of the deceased.JifitUvtd. As a further mark of respect, that the Horn*do now adjourn.
The resolutions having been rend.Mr. OltR rose to respond. lie had been a par¬ticipant in the felicitations resulting from the po¬litical triumphs ofNew Hampshire's sons,and now,when the heavy hand of affliction sorely oppressedthem, he came to mingle his tears with theirs, andto soothe their griefby heartfelt sympathy in theirsorrow. " Let the honest historian who toils forposterity," said Mr. Orr, " exonerate the granite-bound State troin the suspicion of selfishness andvenality. Let the honest historian tell our child¬ren with what fidelity she stood by the Constitu¬tion and its compromises. And finally, let thehonest historian deal justly with the memory ofCharles G. Atherton, by telling that no manlived within her borders who devoted his energiesand talents more sedulously as a legislator andcitizen than he to the prosperity of the whole

country, and to the dissemination of elevated po¬litical ethics.
'« He knew no sectionalism.the Constitution

was his ohart. He was faithful to his own constit¬
uents, and yet his vision was broad enough to see,aud his heart generous enough to concede, everyright due his brethren iu this great political house¬hold.
"He illustrated the annals of his congressionalcareer at an early day with an exposition of prin¬ciples which has withstood the assault of lime..'the only test of truth;" and if they had beensacredly observed, our fraterual concord and do¬mestic respose could not have been shaken or dis¬turbed. It was bold and manly in him, and evincedthe highest moral courage ; and were I now called

upon to indite the inscription on the plain graniteobelisk which kind affection will rear to his memo*
ry, I would make it brief and simple :
"The moral remains of the author o* Ath-erton's resolutions.
"This fact, so honorable to his head and heart,which thfe epitaph will commemorate, will live inthe record of his country, though the shaft thatpoints heavenwards from his mouldering clay maycrumble into dust,"
And in ihu course of his concluding remarks hesaid:
"The loss of such a man, sir, at anv time is anational calamity, ft is especially heavy nowwhen death has stricken down in a few briefyearsso many- . stars of ofthe first magnitude' from the

political firmament."
The resolutions were then unanimously adopted.And the House adjourned.
A Very Generous Act, wan that of Mr. Daniel *\

Sweeney. 66 Chatham street, who found a coupleof little children, brother and sister, wanderingabont New York, looking for their parents.whohad been sent from Ireland alone, with no other .direction than to " come to Ame.icn." Who? didMr. Sweeney do, but take them home with him,provide for their necessities, and set about findingtheir parents, and after six weeks of letter-writing,and telegraphing, the parent# of little " Pat." and" Bridget," were foun«'. in nn interior county ofVirginia, and the'y children restored to them. -Intheir ignorance, the parents had not sent definitedirections.and but for the noble-hearted Sweeney,might never have seen their " darlints'' again. Widon't know who Mr. Sweeney is, but we ventureto say, he feels better for this act of kindness, thanif he had drawn a prize in a lottery.
[iV". H. Rfguttr

Arreat of a Boy Kobbcr..We lenrn fromthe Worcester Spy thot James Bowles, an Irishboy. 13 years of age, in the employ of Mr. Leonardof Leonard's Express, absconded on the 30th ult.,with about $200, which he had collected for bisemployer* He was arrested in New York on the
eve of departing for California, and brought toWorcester, where he is in custody. He had dis
novd of $70 of the money, in clothes, Aeo- Thebalance was recovered.


